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EDUCATIONAL SECTION.

'THE FATHER OF OUR

447 Dy Willinm Henry Ruffner,;the father of e public-sohiool systent n ! Virginjn,

L Fhow Ini'the! elghiyZthira yeariof| his awe, '8 guletly. spending. Lhe adyanced evening (i
of a most ubefil life. In Lexington, tho heautlful 'mountain town' Iniwhich lie ‘was

born and reared, Ao
It Is no exaggeration to say that there ls no man fn Virginla who ls maore
genrally belovedithaht Dy, Tlfner) RN Kiie ]Mmd‘di-‘ﬁlrglnm ‘loye and!'revere him,

for there fs not 'a school boy who does nol know something of the great work thig? .

‘grand 0id man fias accompllshed for his State, Hig was n/jork that will live and
o his monument long, very long afler he shall have gone, eyl

Dr. Ruffnne’ was born In the year 1824, 1iid father, Dr. Tfenry Ruffner, wag o
diztingulshed Presbyleriun divine, who wiA _for-'inﬂ-ﬂy years president of Wushington

.College, now  Washington and Lea. Universily, _ha subjact of, thig sketch recelved

frnr:_l this college the dbgre_c of M, A. ln 1845, Me atlerwerds took, three courdes in
psychology, one under his father, at Washlnglon College; another at Unlon Theo-
logieal Beminary, at Hampden-Bldpey, Va., and the third under Dr, .3V, H, McGuffey,
at tha Unlversity of Virginle, -thus ‘ftting himself, unconsclously, for the great part
he was to play |n the' educallonnl future of Virginla, - 18 skt ;
Coursey In thoology in (he-instltullons of his own Blate,
N. X prepared him for the, minfstry, and from 1840 °to 1851 o was chaplain at the
Unlverulty of Virginla, . Ontleaving”thé Unlversity he became pastor of the Scventh
= Leesbyterian’ Church, Philadelphia, fof which he remalned. the epiritual director Lwo
years, In 1863 he resorteq tto Hgrmillfe ‘ns a.means of restoring! hia*broken health,
and never resumed ministerinl_ work,' though It was not until 1874 (hat, by his own
reguest, e was, relloved _g_[HhJs ',yﬁqud. office by the ‘Lexingion Presbytery, - g
s PHEEF:?EEE-AOUR. SCHOOL SIYE_‘I:'E{\‘II‘. .\-.'-' ;
45r Ruttner ‘was eloclod Superintendont ‘of..the Publle Fres) Schools) of Virglnia
in 1870, having been the cholee of ihe legisiative caucus on the first bullot In o
company of ffteen candldates, In this cun'lc_st. the only un_c'he ever entered, his
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adviser anfl endorser was Gen. Robert B, Léc‘ and an:eloguentl spokesman. In his

behalf was Hon, Willam A, ‘Anderson, _Iiln townsman and friend, now the Attorney-:,

i

General of Virginia,
Within thirty days after his eloction, Dr. Ruffner wn3; gbl¢ to'roport to the
Legislature o scheme! for a echool ‘system so sal.lsrgc;or;:'._,;].hpt}.pm, wus at once
required by lhe Commitiee on Schools und'Colleges Lo prepare a school, blll to be
Cconsldered | by the Leglalature. TPhia propoged meunsurc. was ready In soventoeli
days, and Dr, Ruffner, asked:foy criticlsm’ from leading cducators of his negualnt=
unce, Including Dr. Barnas Sentd,” ugént of the Peabody Fund, 'who had hegn presi-
dent of Brown Unlveralty/ und Frof, John B, Minor, of the Uniyurslty of Virglnia,
neithor of whom was able to: goggest any. Improvement. o X
After very prolonged discussion, somnetimes *heated! and pven! acrimonious, this
bll] became o law,” having been.slgned by Governor Walker fivo minutes before the
adjournment of tho Legislature, July 11, 1870,
CCY el Bieitvi i anie s
WORK OF ORGANIZATION.
Now began the 'difficult’ work of organizing the schools’ and guetting them in
good working order,  The new Superintendent neglected no publle or private oppor-
tunity of Intcresting the people In universal educatlon, which he had alwoys ndvo-
caléd, oven in hig collége duys, going so far as lo excialm in a debate, MIf alavery
renders It necessary (o, keop ‘tho. negroes In'lgnorance, 1 suy down, down with
aluvery!"! At the first regular mecilng of the Board of Wducatlon the work of:
appointing superintondents was bogun, A public educational’ meeting Was’ held In
the hull of the House of Delegnles, and the next day o meoting of the county
superinlendents was called, and continued for lwo duys, tor tho purpose of inatructs
ing them in thelr oMclal dutios. Theo Bducptlonnl Assoclutlon of Virginla ondorsed
. Dr. Ruftner's: clectlon, and the, Bducational Journal beeameo the officlil organ of the

\_.r.

o

publle schools, as well na of the nssoclation, Dr, Ruffner belng editor In: both depart- *

ments and writlng muech for the advancement of the work, In April of 1871 he mado
a Northern lour, visiting public nnd normal schools, = Craded schools and teachers'
institutea wero noveltles In' Yirginin, but being ‘manifestly useful features In any
sohoot  syatem, speclal "attentlon wns glven to thelr establishment, The public
~pind needed (to jbefinformed on these subjects, and thig information_ the Superin-
tendont dleseminated’ by 'means of the Educatlonal Journal, motiograph clroulars,
lotters and addresses.  The citles led In the matter of graded kohools, and the
)arger towns soon followed. The Buperintendent propared - seheme for the grading
of country sohoold, ‘which was com jed and published by the Depariment of
Educatlon at Waghlngton, There was groat difioully in conducting. Institutea froln

as well as at Prim':el.a_h, ..
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i thot genraity Vot fnstrictors, butithe Etate (Auperintondont | and’someiof the heat
;. teachirs s{udicd. tho; methods ‘most improved and Instrucled ihe teachers In eolnty
L Ut Utes ‘and’ sutthef “dehoold, T TSR i LR P el e TR

ey were greatly atded by the Peabody Fund, through Dr. Barnas Hears, the

. agenly - "Mhoy Blate sometimes‘ recolved . from ‘Ahla Bource ae imiich aa $30,000 In ono

year, Oyl this ménne leclurers from ‘Virginla jand other, Btaled; were .amployed,:and

[ uxcellent indtrublion’ was ‘glven’ In. every gection,’ During hid  administration Dr,

" “Rulther vidited overy county in (he Blite éxcept six, visiting thoschools, lecturing

I ué, 1mi-li.ﬂulu5, and maklog addrosses’ on court' days In tho court-housea on 'public
edueution ! !

o GOT RID OF BONDS, ,

Notwithstanding 'the overburden which he wis bearing, In 1870 the Huoporin=
tendont wns made the etislodian of $500,000 of bonds Lought by the Board of Bdu-
eatlon, | Not belng d bonded officer, he carnestly sought [to b rellaved of this care,
=i bul uuccculde%:n, gotiing rid of -theihands| only . by dra
through  (ie “Fegddidbrd s winh' ‘they Swore (tufned’ ovet 'lo the Sccond’ Audltor.* He

5 wig) made. a-imember| of: the Board of Vislors, charged withthe ‘heavy dutly. of
creating tho Agficultural ‘and Mechnnlenl College of) Blacksburg, and appointed | to
draft’the plan’ farithe projected ‘college.’ 1ty proper churacler at-a technlcil school,

founded on a4 Himlted ‘amount’ of 'llterary  studles, wna cntlrely unknown io the

Virginid people. Hence, Lwo scrious dangers had to be encountered:in the begin=
ning: Firdt i defining thp proyince of the schooli ind second, in filllng the chiulrs,
The Buperinlendent of Fublic Inslructlon was required to origlhate the whole scheme
_.of Instruction| and *management. .. His. repori onjthe proper characler of the new
insttutlon was accepted by the Board of Nisllors, afler, much opposltion, ‘and_may
‘bo. found: In' {Ho: wehool roport 'bf 1872,/ The’ technical features ‘wore nol, and could
not be, developed In Itz enarly, yeurs: but’ gradually ils true: mlssion came to bo
‘dlacerncd, untll ot present tho, Yirginla ‘Polytechnic Institule beglns to realizo lhe
fdeal Inthe!/mind of (s projector. v [T AR SR e

i i +/ = DEFENDED THE BCHOOLS,'

; ‘A tormidable’ trouble In the! early years: ofthe zchool system ' grew. out ofithe
well-known funding ict, whose cperatlon; s interpreted by tho Auditor of Public
Accounts, was to dlveri large suma of gchool money overy year towards paying
{hie tax-receivihle coupons: and in this Interpretation he scemed ' lo ba . #ustained
by the Suprema Court of the State.- Inithis emergency the Buperintenfont defended
the rights of (h@ sehicols to the money which had been nlicnated,
ndertalke, to) overthrow  the argument “af! the SBupreme Court. This brought him
atlacks from varlous quarters. The Augdltor answered lim in pamphlets, nnd; he
was called to necount by the Legislaturé, aod had te fight before five commilices
at ‘once,  But truth/and. justice provailed, and the Leglsinture prisaed an nct, drawn
by the'Superintendent, requlring the Auditor to'pay back every dollar of tho school
money which had hr:en" pald ‘Lo ihe creditors! of | the Btite. Though' twica inyvited
during hls,twelye years” term: of \0ffica’to become, president of 'a college, Dr, Ruffner
deelined saeh case,. having glven Lilmself heart and soul to Lhe upbuliding [of edueca-

|, tional interests {n hisinntive Slale, When, however, suprreeded i office on account

of ‘o 'change in State politics, he gladly turned o, his favorite pursiit, and al/dneo

nccepled ‘an appolntment lo make a geological' reconnotdsince of five hundred miles
for o _ralirond across three Slates. 0 : ; : 3 g

In 1884 ho was agaln pressed into the.serviee of Stile education by his electlon

. &g president’ of 'the Female Normal Bchool - to be catablished at” Farmyille.
yrged: the establishment ef ‘such & school in'all” hls reporis, Dr,: Tuffrier fell it hla
diuty to secopt. The orgunlzallon’ 'of 'the achool was left entirely Inf his” hands,jand
under hig wise management il eoon beeanic g patent faclor In' the education advance-

. mients of Lhe teaching farce of the Btate., The respect and confldence inspired by
its president gave the ‘normal schoolia’slanding: which, as ‘A new: feature  in Btate
education, It would not ‘otherwise havo had, and brought maony sludents to :luke
advantagze of {he’ courses presenied, by its glfted head. ; A

Aftar orgatlzing the school and getting! 1L equipped with ‘expert {eachers, innd
having, as he: thought, impressed: the proper character upon It he relinquished; the
presidency . in’June,; 1887, in order that ‘he might give hid whole ‘time to the more

congoninl work of making ‘geological examinations and repgrts an mineral proper-

{les, This geological work he continued until he reached. thoe age of ! geventy-fiye,
. i, 3 . | i}
OWES SYSTEM TO HIM. ;

From the foregolng skotch it willl be seen that” lo | the: stutesmanlike and/far-
‘geelng wisdom of D, Ruffner, Virginia ls Indebted for her, eysicm of public’ schools.
‘Ebery! impbrtant rule that las becn' mado in the Btate sinee 1870 in the cause of
“; publid’ educatlgn: has thad, DriY Ruffner. a8 dts: inspiration,’ and.to him is; owing the
establishment: of  the system of  sctiools on astrong and endurlng basig Infihe
inciplency of the system none but'a man of his vigorous intelloct, tiwavering cours-
age and powerful argumentative—ability ‘would have been able o) dofent all the

opposition arayed: again n_ii..‘ln.-lhglpt;m‘p- halls,:in,the gubernatoriul chair and on

the Judicial'/béeht < SWhlle?'od preseh "hoatil' frigwn! birlelde the Gtate chicfly ds a
. sclentlst In the yearsithat arc ewiftly; rolling’ towards us, when . the ceducation’land
preparafioaZ ot ¥oiuth for the®future” shall Atem' to! us’ tHo most ‘impdrtant fundtion
of the  Btate, Dr. Ruftner williitake .his place.as one of ‘the’ foremost ‘men of! his
{ime, and one of ihe greatest benefactors, not'oaly of ‘his own Biate, but ofithe
South as well, : i 5

(fiu;'tlgr

In reviewing the educational forces atiworkfor the advancement
of Virginia boys,itiis proper to give Cluster:Springsi Academy gljcat
credit. 7 :

" Tor forty-two years this-school has stood Hor thorough work and
the highest moral development of the bays entrusted toit, and has
Sent young men into’ cvery sphere of life:where many of them are
recognized leaders, gl ' Rl g

The past session has been marked by the greatest progress in
its history. Among the improvements ave the crection of ‘a hand-

<i-somejthree story Administration
Hall, Public and Private (Parlors,
Rooms, and a suite of rooms for very small boys,.
The next impprtant;addition has: beenjthe installation of a water
i suppLy from the famous  Lithia Spri 5 which, with the aid of a
i) pdeltilic am, tlirows a'stréam of the'r ost healthful mineral water
e O elevation of biié fiindred feet 'to ¥hé resetvoir, from which is
drawn the supply for a system of hot and’‘cbld 'shower baths and

" the other needs of the school. i

In the‘sehodt i ithiavprogres hiagibeen equally as marked,
'+ v Lastyear, an additional class room was added and another master
oo providlad, ihis being made nccessary b the Jarge increase, in attend-
ance and in order to keep the ratio of a master for every ten boys,
The make of the Faculty last year was the Headmaster, Hampden
‘Wilson, who has been identified with the school for the past fifteen
years, with'the exception of four years spent as Business Manager
of the Hoge Academy, Mr. Wilson supervisesithe entire worl! of
‘the school and teaches Arithmetic, Algebra and Business Course;
In athletics the school has made the same progress as along other
lines; and last year the basc-ball team made a most excellent record,
winning ‘a majority of all games played, This department of school
life is under the immediate care and: direction of the Masters, who
. pive valuable aid to’the various teams of the school by their coach-
ing and a;;ti__\'c‘par't__ic_ip;tt_ipl).' : sl ! i
Applications for Catalogues arc coming from almost every State
in the Union, and with already a larger enrollment for next year
than ever before, the indications are. that the full number of fifty
will be booked before September, ' =~ e
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wing a bill and lobbylng it '

golitg B0 far as-to:

Having

Building, containing large Dining
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